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• Since 1890: Reform movements, various philosophical trends
• 1905:  Esperanto Congress in Boulogne-sur-Mer
• Ludwik Lejzer Zamenhof (1859–1917):  Neutral language for prejudice-

free communication ("constructed simple language")

• Freemasons present "latch onto" the idea
• 1905 Founding of the Universal Freemasons’ League Dresden? Leipzig?

• Inter-obediential association (FM umbrella organisation) Zamenhof Warsaw
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What is the purpose of the UFL?   Why UFL?

• The chain of solidarity at the end of Masonic rituals forms one of 
the cornerstones of the UFL's philosophy

• This principle of the "global chain", which is held in high regard by 
all Freemasons (men and women), is to be supported and intensified 
through the work of the UFL

• The UFL requires us to look beyond our own horizons, because
what is aspired by us, unfortunately is not always implemented

• The UFL focuses explicitly on Masonic content, i.e. on the common 
"intersection" of the various obediences (Grand Lodges, Masonic 
umbrella organisations), so that its impact can be executed without
the lodge politics of the different obediences

• For this reason, UFL events take place outside the Masonic temple
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• BASICS: The UFL is a non-ritual FM platform and is open to 
Freemasons (men and women) of all obediences and degrees

• Since 1905, the UFL has been acting in overcoming the rivalries
between England- and France-oriented Freemasonry

• 1905: From 3 to 13 August, the first Esperanto Congress takes place
in Boulogne-sur-Mer (France)

• 1905: there also founding of "Esperanto Framasona" (8 August 1905)

• The first president of "Esperanto Framasona" was the Englishman 
and Freemason John Pollen Orsan Michele, Florence
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• 1913: On 20 August, the "Universala Framasona Ligo" was founded 
in the lodge "Zur Hoffnung" in Bern, Switzerland:  
Freemason Fritz Uhlmann from Basel expands the goals of the
Esperanto Framasona , giving rise to the UFL =  "Universal League 
of Freemasons"

• Br:. Fritz Uhlmann creates a Masonic ritual in Esperanto, the first
time in an internationally understandable language (today it is English!)

• 1927: The first UFL World Congress, independent of the
Experanto Congresses, takes place in Basel, Switzerland

• 1930: The 25th anniversary of the UFL is celebrated in Geneva
• 1955: The 50th anniversary of the UFL is celebrated in Paris

• 1980: The 75th anniversary of the UFL is celebrated in Bern
• 2005: The 100th anniversary of the UFL is celebrated in Bordeaux
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• Today, there is still an issue between the English obedience UGLE
with its Grand Lodges worldwide,  and the liberal French obedience
GOdF respectively with the Grand Lodges worldwide based on them

• According to English conservative standard, there can/may only be one
Masonic obedience per country, namely the lodges of the UGLE

• According to French liberal standard, there are various different 
Masonic obediences (umbrella organisations) per country, so in addition 
to the lodges of the GOdF, there are many other obediences, also UGLE

• Thus, in addition to the GOdF, there are also mixed lodges (i.e. women/men)

(since 1893 "Droit Humain"),  soon also other mixed Grand Lodges,
as well as women's grand lodges (from 1908 in England, 1935 in France, 
1949 in Germany, from 1964 in Switzerland) --- So how to resolve this?

• The solution is called UFL!   Liberal Freemasons from all Masonic 
obediences meet at a neutral location for lectures, etc.   --- BUT:

• it is only since 1993 that female Freemasons are allowed in UFL …  !
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Committed Freemasons:
• Eugen Lennhoff: Separation of the UFL conferences from the 

Esperanto Congress
• Leo Müffelmann: Leading role from 1926, imprisoned in a concentration 

camp in 1933, died in 1934
• Franz Carl Endres: Committed to efforts to "bring peoples together", 

also in freemasonry
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• From the outset, the UFL enjoyed broad support from many liberal
members of various Grand Lodges,  because the formation
of a "genuine worldwide brotherhood" which overcomes
borders and provides support in times of war and peace, 
was and still is fascinating!

After the Second World War:
• Freemasonry is in ruins Esterwegen concentration camp

• Practically only in Sweden  and Switzerland are there active FM
• UFL: Only the Swiss national group reports activities (Geneva)

UFL – since 1905 www.ufl-international.com
Focus: Tolerance and neutrality 1



• For long, UFL-1905 International is an association based in Geneva
• flat structures  /  no masonic hierarchies
• politically neutral

UFL-1905 INTERNATIONAL IN A NUTSHELL:

• In order to implement the cross-obedience idea, a UFL group 
consists of members from at least two obediences

• The UFL group organises Masonic or humanitarian lectures and 
similar events at a neutral location, i.e. no temple work!

• Members of the UFL and interested lodge members are invited to 
the events, regardless of UFL membership or obedience (depending
on the occasion, relatives/friends of masons may also be invited)

• Key areas:  Exchange of ideas, expansion of understanding
between Freemasons (men and women) from different obediences
and nationalities, but neutrality and tolerance in every respect
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• Participants are Freemasons and
Freemasons of all degrees

• The "Srr:. and Brr:. Ligeure"  come from
lodges of all Masonic obediences

• UFL stays out of "lodge political" issues
• The groups organise their events at a neutral location: No temple work
• All member data is kept at a "low level" and discreet
• The UFL groups strive to engage in national and international exchange

• When speakers explore Masonic topics in depth, care is taken
to ensure that special degree-specific information is conveyed in 
such a way that it can be heard by all, but only recognised by
the appropriately "initiated"

• The UFL endeavours to uphold the Masonic ideal of
global brotherhood of "tolerance and solidarity"
and thereby to act as a unifying force between the
the various obediences and rites



• UFL-1905 International consists of members (Freemasons, men and 
women) of lodges that belong to an obedience (Masonic umbrella 
organisation), i.e. they do not come from "wild" lodges.

• The UFL-1905 supports its groups, organises online meetings and 
strives to form new groups in various countries.

• UFL-1905 International consists of countries or regions, 
and possibly of their sections
The countries and regions are directly affiliated with UFL-1905, 
while sections are primarily affiliated with a country or region

• Due to regional differences such as language, long distances to event 
venues, etc., the "regions" model is increasingly being used,  e.g. 
"Switzerland-German-speaking region" or "Switzerland-French-speaking
region",  or "Lebanon-Beirut", "Lebanon-Tripoli"  etc.
(all directly linked to UFL-1905 International),  
with the "sections" taking a back seat and ommitting the "country"

• UFL members meet once a year at a multi-day international UFL-1905 
gathering for the GA, to meet other Masons and to exchange ideas
(in Zurich:   2007 Lindenhof lodge building,  2022 Stadelhofen lodge building)
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• 1928 Vienna: 700 participants from 30 Grand Lodges
• 1931 Paris: 250 participants from 58 lodges and 15 countries

(various resolutions on the implementation of pacifism)

• 1933 The Hague: Leo Müffelmann is subsequently sent to a concentration camp

During the Second World War, only the UFL Swiss regional group remains
+  until 1942, a Dutch group in Indonesia ("Dutch India")

• 1947 Basel: Resumption of the UFL-1905 International
• 1962:  Conflict between the Freemasons of Germany and UFL-Germany

(Nazi involvement of Freemasons in leadership positions,  in return accusation of incitement to "temple work")

• 1989-2023: Meetings in Spain/ Greece/ Lebanon/ Switzerland/ Uruguay/ Italy/ Austria/ France/ Portugal

• 1964: UFL represented in 50 countries /  Historical documents
UFL in  Library of the Freemason Museum in Bayreuth!

• 1969:  UFL represented in 60 countries: 25 country groups,  
plus delegates in 35 countries

Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Gabon, Djibouti, La Réunion, Spain, England, France, Germany, 
Belgium, Netherlands, Denmark, Austria, Switzerland, Italy, Monaco, Lebanon, Catalonia, 
Uruguay, Chile, Colombia, Argentina, Romania, New York, Java, etc.
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• Around 2000  "Millennium slump": due to internet,  
overaged Freemason members,  rigid structures

• Many UFL countries "run aground", print media decline
• 1931-2012  "La Heroldo",  UFL International magazine   
• 1939-1945 War break / La Heroldo resumes in 1949 (picture) / Last issue in 2012: German, English, French, Spanish 

As of 2025:  Active UFL countries are:
• Switzerland / Germany / Italy / Austria / Canada / Lebanon;  others in development
• Things are looking up again for UFL-1905 International!

• Difference between UFL and  the Wolfstieg Society (active again from 
2020):  No distinctions based on degree or obedience at events !!

• On-site events, no online lectures
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Switzerland:

• Théo Marti 
(1908–1978) 
shapes the 
UFL Switzerland
(Lieutenant Colonel, Supreme Councillor of AASR,  

contribution to the rejection of
the "Fonjallaz Initiative" in 1938,
Switzerland is the only country in the world
to hold a referendum on Freemasonry)

2015:  Last edition of LUF-Info  by UFL Switzerland national group

• 1981: "Universala Framasona Ligo" in Switzerland  new:  "Universal Masonic League Switzerland" or "UFL Switzerland"
• Genève-Nyon group continuously active (in Geneva: approx. 120 members in 2024), other groups come and go:
• Vaud-Fribourg group (in Lausanne)     Valais-Chablais group
• Bern-Thun-Basel group (in Bern)     Grisons/Graubünden group

• Zurich group (approx. 30 members in Zurich, 130 interested in UFL):
UFL stands on two legs: UFL members and those interested in UFL
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Zurich Group (since approx. 1970 in Zurich / approx. 30 members in 2023)
• 1973   "Zurich Regional Group" 70 new members  (Oskar Schlag is already a member)  (O.S. Library, ZB at Rigiplatz)
• 1983   Reactivated as "Zurich-Eastern Switzerland Regional Group"  (25 members in 1986, hardly any activities)
• 1993  First resignation because Freemason women are now admitted to UFL! 14 members remain (no activities)
• 1994 1 January: Merger of the Zurich-Eastern Switzerland group with the Bern-Thun group

2003:  Reactivation of the Zurich group  (in 2023, UFL-ZH is 20 years old)
• UFL Zurich stands on "two legs": members (annual fees, approx. 30 per year) + interested parties (approx. 130 in 2023)
• 4 times a year, a FM lecture on "neutral ground" (Zunfthaus Linde Oberstrass) / contribution towards expenses on site
• A total of approx. 150 Freemasons (men and women) are contacted and invited /  No temple work

• 2011:   Bern-Thun closes and hands over to the Zurich group
• Since 2008, Geneva has dominated: At CH + International, administration is only in French, causing frustration
• Switzerland: "Röstigraben" due to declining language skills  /  Zurich no longer understands Geneva, and vice versa
• English has long since overtaken French, which is why UFL-ZH is pushing for "UFL regions" – for all UFL countries! 

2022: Regions are possible at UFL-1905, therefore for Switzerland
• LUF Suisse Romande      (association in Geneva),     direct connection to UFL-1905     (no longer UFL Switzerland level)
• UFL-Deutschschweiz      (association in Zurich),     direct connection to UFL-1905     (no longer UFL Switzerland level)

UFL-ZH Presidents from different obediences: 2003-2006 Peter Hoffenberg (GOS), 
2006-2008  Peter Goldstein (Alpina),         2008-2011  Max Wolfensberger (Alpina), 
2011-2014 Dagmar Sitt (Mixed GGLS),      since 2014 Antonia Baumann (Mixed LGL)

80 LECTURES from 2003 to 2023,  given by members of various obediences: 
44 from Alpina (UGLE),    0 from GLFS,    12 from GOS,     12 from Mixed,   12 various
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2003-2023   UFL Zurich: 44 lectures by Alpina 12 by GOS 12 mixed 12 various



"Those who become aware of universal correlations in their personal
experience are able to move forward step by step. 
Even a small truth recognised by oneself is worth more 
than a thousand doctrinal teachings."  (from Alfred Messerli, p.41)
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